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City of San Marcos

City Council Work Session

Cemeteries Ordinance 

Amendments and Fees Update

January 5, 2021
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Purpose

• Following an internal evaluation of service delivery and process it was 

determined that San Marcos Cemetery related sales and operations 

should reside within the same department instead of split between the 

Finance Department and Parks and Recreation.

• Review the proposed amendments to City Code of Ordinances Chapter 

22 – Cemeteries, and updated fee schedule recommended by the San 

Marcos Cemetery Commission.
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• Striking “Finance Department” – Instead of listing a specific department 

within the ordinance it is recommended that it simply say “the city” in the 

event the cemetery sales and recording is assigned to another department by 

future City Management.  If a specific department is left then the ordinance 

will need to be updated every time the operational change occurs.

• Replacing “Deed” with “Cemetery Lot Certificate”  – Following a 

conversation with the Texas Cemeteries Commission we were informed that 

we should not be recording deeds with the County as if we are selling real 

property.  We are selling them the right to be interred on cemetery property 

which is owned by the City.

Chapter 22 – Cemeteries 
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• Clarifying the repayment option within the Ordinance – The option of 

paying the purchase price over time has been within the ordinance since 

February 27, 1995.  Due to the large number of accounts going unpaid in full 

for years it is necessary to set a timeframe within the ordinance. 

– The Cemetery Commission evaluated various options regarding 

repayment and recommends a 12 month period with a 25% down 

payment of the total purchase price. 

Chapter 22 – Cemeteries 
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Cemetery Fees
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* Fees adopted in June 2019.  
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Direction Needed

• Is Council okay with the amendments and fees as 

recommended?

• Is Council okay with staff bringing the first reading of the 

Ordinance for consideration at your next meeting on January 

19?
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Questions?


