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Guidance, 72 FR 2732 (2007)) and take
appropriate steps to ensure effective
communications with persons with
disabilities under Section 504 (see, 24
CFR 8.6) and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (see 28 CFR 35.106).
Since State grantees receiving CDBG—
MIT funds may make grants throughout
the State, including to Entitlement
communities, States should carefully
evaluate the needs of persons with
disabilities and those with limited
English proficiency. In assessing its
language needs for translation of notices
and other vital documents for non-
English speaking residents, the grantee
should consult the Final Guidance to
Federal Financial Assistance Recipients
Regarding Title VI, Prohibition Against
National Origin Discrimination
Affecting Limited English Proficient
Persons, published on January 22, 2007,
in the Federal Register (72 FR 2732) and
at: hitps://www.lep.gov/guidance/HUD _
guidance Jan07.pdf.

V.A.3.b. Consideration of public
comments. The grantee must consider
all comments, received orally or in
writing, on the action plan or any
substantial amendment. A summary of
these comments or views, and the
grantee’s response to each must be
submitted to HUD with the action plan
or substantial amendment.

V.A.3.c. Availability and accessibility
of the action plan and the use of citizen
advisory groups. The grantee must make
the action plan, any substantial
amendments, and all performance
reports available to the public on its
website and on request. In addition, the
grantee must make these documents
available in a form accessible to persons
with disabilities and those with limited
English proficiency. During the term of
the grant, the grantee will provide
citizens, affected local governments, and
other interested parties with reasonable
and timely access to information and
records relating to the action plan and
to the grantee’s use of grant funds.

Following approval of the action plan,
each grantee shall form one or more
citizen advisory committees that shall
meet in an open forum not less than
twice annually in order to provide
increased transparency in the
implementation of CDBG-MIT funds, to
solicit and respond to public comment
and input regarding the grantee’s
mitigation activities and to serve as an
on-going public forum to continuously
inform the grantee’s CDBG-MIT projects
and programs. The grantee may also
choose to form one or more of these
committees as part of its process for
preparing the initial CDBG-MIT action
plan submission to HUD.

V.A.3.d. Public website. HUD is
requiring grantees to maintain a public
website which provides information
accounting for how all CDBG-MIT
funds are used, managed and
administered, including links to all
action plans, action plan amendments,
performance reports, COBG-MIT citizen
participation requirements, and activity/
program information for activities
described in the action plan, including
details of all contracts and ongoing
procurement policies. To meet this
requirement, each grantee must make
the following items available on its
website: The action plan (including all
amendments); each QPR (as created
using the DRGR system); procurement
policies and procedures; all executed
contracts that will be paid with CDBG—
MIT funds; and the status of services or
goods currently being procured (e.g.,
phase of the procurement, requirements
for proposals, etc.).

V.A.3.e. Application status and
transparency. For applications received
for CDBG-MIT assistance, the grantee
must provide multiple methods of
communication, such as websites, toll-
free numbers, or other means that
provide applicants with timely
information to determine the status of
their application for assistance, as
provided for section V.A.1.b.(1) of this
notice.

When a grantee seeks to competitively
award CDBG-MIT funds, the grantee
must publish on its CDBG-MIT website
the eligibility requirements for such
funding, all criteria to be used by the
grantee in its selection of applications
for funding (including the relative
importance of each criterion) and the
time frame for consideration of
applications. The grantee shall maintain
documentation to demonstrate that each
funded and unfunded application was
reviewed and acted upon by the grantee
in accordance with the published
eligibility requirements and funding
criteria.

V.A.3.f. Citizen complaints. The
grantee will provide a timely written
response to every citizen complaint. The
response must be provided within 15
working days of the receipt of the
complaint. Complaints regarding fraud,
waste, or abuse of government funds
should be forwarded to the HUD OIG
Fraud Hotline (phone: 1-800-347-3735
or email: hotline@hudoig.gov).

V.A.4. HUD performance review
authorities and grantee reporting
requirements in the Disaster Recovery
Grant Reporting (DRGR) System.

V.A.4.a. Performance review
authorities. 42 U.S.C. 5304(e) requires
that the Secretary shall, at least on an
annual basis, make such reviews and

audits as may be necessary or
appropriate to determine whether the
grantee has carried out its activities in

a timely manner, whether the grantee’s
activities and certifications are carried
out in accordance with the requirements
and the primary objectives of the HCDA
and other applicable laws, and whether
the grantee has the continuing capacity
to carry out those activities in a timely
manner.

This notice waives the requirements
for submission of a performance report
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 12708(a), 24 CFR
91.520, and 24 CFR 1003.506.
Alternatively, HUD is requiring that
grantees enter information in the DRGR
system in sufficient detail to permit the
Department’s review of grantee
performance on a quarterly basis
through the QPR and to enable remote
review of grantee data to allow HUD to
assess compliance and risk. HUD-issued
general and appropriation-specific
guidance for DRGR reporting
requirements can be found on the HUD
exchange at: https://
www.hudexchange.info/programs/drgr/.

V.A.4.b. DRGR action plan. Each
grantee must enter its action plan for
mitigation, including performance
measures, into HUD’s DRGR system. As
more detailed information about uses of
funds is identified by the grantee, it
must be entered into the DRGR system
at a level of detail that is sufficient to
serve as the basis for acceptable
performance reports and permits HUD
review of compliance requirements.
HUD will provide clarifying guidance as
to the content and format of the DRGR
action plan, which will help reflect the
unique qualities and requirements of
CDBG-MIT activities and ensure clear
communication to the public.

The action plan must also be entered
into the DRGR system so that the
grantee is able to draw its CDBG-MIT
funds. The grantee may enter activities
into the DRGR system before or after
submission of the written action plan to
HUD but will not be able to budget grant
funds to these activities until after the
grant agreement has been executed. To
enter an activity into the DRGR system,
the grantee must know the activity type,
national objective, and the organization
that will be responsible for the activity.
In addition, a Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS) number must be entered
into the system for each Responsible
Organization identified in DRGR as
carrying out a CDBG-MIT funded
activity.

A grantee will gain access to its line
of credit upon review and approval of
the initial DRGR action plan. Each
activity entered into the DRGR system
must also be categorized under a
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