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630 EAST HOPKINS ● SAN MARCOS, TEXAS 78666 ● 512.393.8147 ● FACSIMILE 512.754.7745 
SANMARCOSTX.GOV    

 

 
 

 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES  
 

TO:  Shannon Mattingly, AICP, Director, Planning and Development Services  

FROM: Alison Brake, CNU-A, Historic Preservation Officer and Planner 

DATE: November 18, 2019 

RE: FURTHER RESEARCH – MURALS AND PAINT REGULATIONS  

 

 
Staff reached out to Galveston, Georgetown and Grapevine, to discuss how each city 
regulates murals. These cities were chosen as they were previously researched with 
Recommendation Resolution 2019-02RR. 
 
Galveston regulates paint for historic buildings through an administrative Certificate of 
Appropriateness. The following standards address murals: 
 

1. Not to be located on unpainted masonry. 
2. Located on the side façade, not on the primary façade. 
3. No obstruction of key features.   
4. Depicts cultural, historic, or environmental events or subject matter from 

Galveston. 
5. No commercial product brand name or logo. 

 
Georgetown also regulates the painting of historic buildings through an administrative 
process. Their Downtown Master Plan addresses murals saying “Murals on buildings, as 
long as they do not damage historic materials, also contribute to a downtown arts appeal 
and provide interest along an otherwise empty façade.” That said, their Design Guidelines 
state “Leave natural masonry finishes unpainted when feasible.” and “Where brick has 
been painted historically it should remain painted.” The City of Georgetown’s Downtown 
and Historic Planner stated that if she received a request to newly paint unpainted historic 
stone or brick, she would not be able to approve it as it is not consistent with the Design 
Guidelines.  
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