City of San Marcos

City Council Work Session

August 4, 2026




Presentation
ltem 1

Follow up on City Council direction regarding advertising
of the San Marcos River, and provide direction to the City
Manager.




Council Discussions

 February 10, 2017 — Visioning Workshop: Environment & River
Diversify the advertising focus to non-river activities and attractions.

 February 21, 2017 — Staff Presentation: San Marcos River Parks
Overcrowding and Capacity issues Limit river activity advertising.

« January 7, 2020 — Staff Update: CVB Advertising and Marketing
Move forward with advertising attractions that bring visitors to San
Marcos other than the River, i.e. Outlet malls, cultural events, and
natural areas/trails.




Council Discussions

June 16, 2020 — Staff update: Summer Marketing Efforts (COVID)

To Package river activities with other outdoor activities to attract multi-
day visitation.

January 16, 2024 — Staff Presentation: Proposed Single-Use
Container Ban The Communication Plan promotion provided an
opportunity to educate the public and visitors about river protection.

May 20, 2025 — Staff Presentation: Present preparations for
Riverfront Parks Summer Season 2025 Communication plan
change of Reuse at the River.




River Rules and Education

VisitSanMarcos.com - Things To Do

 San Marcos River
— River Rules
— River Recreation
— Single Use Beverage Ban - Love Our River Parks
— Riverfront Parks
— Parking
— Frequently Asked Questions

* Rio Vista Park Entry Pass — Buy Your Pass Here
« City Park Paid Parking Lot



https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/san-marcos-river/
https://vimeo.com/1097671944?fl=pl&fe=vl

City Partner Departments

— Communications
— Marshal

— Parks and Recreation
* Rio Vista Park Managed Access
— Rio Vista Park Entry Pass (As of July 26, 2026)
— Resident Passes: 1,134
— Wristbands Picked Up: 148
— Rio Vista Day Passes Sold: 13,049




River Stewardship Examples

— VisitSanMarcos.com - San Marcos River Blogs
« San Marcos River Tips
 What to Expect on the San Marcos River
 Paddling the San Marcos River

« Under, Over, Through: The Complete San Marcos River
Experience



https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/blog/post/san-marcos-river-tips/
https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/blog/post/what-to-expect-on-the-san-marcos-river/
https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/blog/post/paddling-the-san-marcos-river/
https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/blog/post/under-over-through-the-complete-san-marcos-river-experience/

River Stewardship Examples

« July 2018

San Marcos Park Rules

 March 2024 Love Our River Parks
« May 2025
« May 2025
« May 2025
« July 2026
« July 2026

Accidents are Still Litter. Do Better. That's Hot, Dog
Accidents are Still Litter. Do Better. Not Cool(er)
Accidents are Still Litter. Do Better. Nice Shoes
River Guardians Long-form

River Guardians Short-form



https://vimeo.com/574090766
https://vimeo.com/1097671944
https://vimeo.com/1086132426?turnstile=1.NebwN4j8ollbLYkAywiQ3Gl_iPQY_2dnlLErRC2RosTzW4Xm4SHrjE8MjFEBpPC_zbVTKz4fNCfwQs324iNtjadnVPVdqSrt6hQzHtIkDU2Oj29Hio5BPNP4t8JXGHzQmNwrynnNrBwA_R62vc2CkPdCvKbQ0izz2D_WMdWfWIQL6APtDAltPEkjo1CnypdVC6HEH8RzB2ZhGD9uebmUevb2gEKPR27_2RBUU5fCAZqF_Gv5NFcC5WTh5dqwP40QHH_cL6u55CF9Bm6AHRGZcrm5wSlCfproBH9Qzc5wffuDOyguLeuWih-hxMX9ZBh8-jIIXl7l_QI2K2Xnt9JNRPNMv4R7SgtI49pYD5JuSxBmBjbaMcp4S0nPdgPIUtbavo9kB7FHjN7rylzDf3Brk-mnzIHx1d02k4Vw1mL6P1S5bHXjriIbWsvW-v8Jw60Gp5vHVxQW260Ufm4AsJCUntrMGPICGi5kaFyoVAh9dIYitykGUhf9doVXjTx0rjcVwbIaq6y-qa-oYwLnAyNe3SdHDRUXh6uzdRD2NSzCT-EkLZnPmj46OwVVGBa4lWC06U8719zvJQFDiy1lyAnf5AER-qOIh9K-id6nvrZB1L6Y1i3qxCJLkpBppatLQLp4szlvHpMHQM4u7PiXSjdVi2BK_DTyagWhOshO6sG1dqjjdr-5LPPdbOxiqUDZSS4U.jMXnGSldHPZWHAGYPje7Vw.d9e389f8bd229e0779e9d78f96215d4c0663fb21f562733939139d7a475bbe5e
https://vimeo.com/1086132399
https://vimeo.com/1086132383
https://vimeo.com/1209620560
https://vimeo.com/1209628699

Next steps

 Questions?
« Council Direction




