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San Marcos Development Code Update
Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Hold a public hearing and consider text amendments to 

Chapters 1 through 8 of the San Marcos Development Code 

and to the Design Manual, to align terminology with the 

changes made through Ordinance 2023-71 which adopted the 

“Vision SMTX Comprehensive Plan”; providing a savings 

clause; providing for the repeal of any conflicting provisions; 

and providing an effective date.
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• On October 15, 2024 City Council approved Vision SMTX, the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan. This action immediately created conflicts in terminology 

within the Development Code.

History & Example
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2013 Comprehensive 
Plan Place Types

2024 Comprehensive 
Plan Place Types
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• The purpose of this code amendment is only to align 

terminology with Vision SMTX

• City Council provided initial authorization for these amendments 

at their regular meeting on November 19, 2024

Purpose

3



sanmarcostx.gov

Section 1.1.1.2 Authority

Chapter 1
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See Code Markup Page 1:2
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Chapter 1
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Section 1.3.1.2 

Comprehensive Plan 

Implementation

See Code Markup Page 1:4
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Section 2.3.1.1.E 

Neighborhood 

Presentation Meeting

Chapter 2
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See Code Markup Page 2:11
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Section 2.4.2.2 

Comprehensive Plan 

Amendment 

Application 

Requirements

Chapter 2
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See Code Markup Page 2:20
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Section 3.1.1.1.D

Platting Exceptions 

for Infill Development

Chapter 3
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See Code Markup Page 3:3
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Section 3.8.1 Existing Streets - General Provisions

Chapter 3
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See Code Markup Page 3:53
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Section 3.9.1.1.G and 

F - Flood Control 

Requirements

Chapter 3
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See Code Markup Page 3:59
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Section 3.9.1.1.G and 

F - Flood Control 

Requirements

Chapter 3
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Section 3.10.1.1.D 

and 3.10.1.2.B Parks 

& Open Space

Chapter 3
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See Code Markup Page 3:62
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Figure 1.1 in the 

Design Manual 

(for reference)
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Chapter 4

14

Section 4.1.1.6 

and Table-

Figure 4.1

Description of 

Preferred 

Scenario Map

See Code Markup Page 4:2
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.1.6 and Table-Figure 4.1

See Code Markup Page 4:3
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Table 4.1 

approved as part 

of Comprehensive 

Plan Ordinance 

2023-71 

(for reference)
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Chapter 4

17

Section 4.1.1.6 and Table-

Figure 4.1
Replace with 

approved Preferred 
Scenario Map 

adopted as part of 
Ordinance 2023-071

“in areas identified 

on the 

Comprehensive 

Plan / District 

Translation Table.”

See Code Markup Page 4:4
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Preferred Scenario Map 

approved as part of 

Comprehensive Plan 

Ordinance 2023-71

(for reference)



sanmarcostx.gov

Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.2.3 Conventional Residential Zoning Districts

See Code Markup Page 4:5
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.2.4 Neighborhood Density Zoning Districts

See Code Markup Page 4:6
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Chapter 4
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Table 4.3 &

Section 4.4.2.5

Neighborhood 

Commercial 

Intent 

Statement

See Code Markup Page 4:6 & 4:72
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.2.5 Compatibility of Uses and Density

Single Family Preservation Buffer

See Code Markup Page 4:7
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.2.6 Character Zoning Districts

See Code Markup Page 4:9
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Chapter 4
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Table 4.5 Planning Area District Intent Statement

See Code Markup Page 4:9
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.1.2.6 

Character District / 

Existing Zoning 

Translation Table

See Code Markup Page 4:10
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Chapter 4
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Section 4.3.1.4.C Location Efficient Areas for Affordable 

Housing

See Code Markup Page 4:20
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Chapter 4
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4.4.2.6 Residential Infill Compatibility

See Code Markup Page 4:74
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Chapter 4
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4.4.3.8 Planning Area District

Note: This change was approved as part of the 

Comprehensive Plan Ordinance 2023-71

See Code Markup Page 4:90
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Chapter 4
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4.4.3.8 Planning Area District

See Code Markup Page 4:91
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Chapter 4
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4.4.3.8 Planning Area District

See Code Markup Page 4:91
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Chapter 6
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6.1.1.2 Urban Stormwater 

Management District

See Code Markup Page 6:3
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Chapter 7
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7.3.3.3 Off-Premise Signs

See Code Markup Page 7:31
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Chapter 8
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Definitions

See Code Markup Page 8:6
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Chapter 8
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Definitions

See Code Markup Page 8:21
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Design Manual
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A.3.1.1 

Comprehensive Plan

See Code Markup Page A:48
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Design Manual
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A.3.3.4 Designate Multiple Different Intensities of Use

See Code Markup Page A:52
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Design Manual

37

Article 6: Illustrative 

Plan: South End

See Code Markup Page A:66
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Design Manual
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Article 7: Illustrative 

Plan: Triangle

See Code Markup Page A:68
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Design Manual
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Article 8: Illustrative 

Plan: East Village

See Code Markup Page A:70
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Design Manual
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B.4.1.3 Main Street Streetscape

See Code Markup Page B:15
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Staff recommends approval of the Development Code 

Amendments as presented.

Recommendation
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Next Steps

• City Council Public Hearing and 1st Reading (January 7, 2025)

• City Council 2nd Reading (January 21, 2025)


