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RECOMMENDATION RESOLUTION  

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Recommendation Number: 2025-01RR – PRB  
Naming of Rooms within Dunbar Recreation Center 

 

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department staff’s research of Dunbar Park and its 
associated amenities for the Lone Star Legacy Park award, staff discovered there were many 
people instrumental in making Dunbar Park what it is today; and   

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Board received a presentation from staff on March 20, 
2025 outlining staff’s suggestions on room naming within the building and a plaque in the foyer; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Board is supportive of the naming of the rooms within the 
building to the following: the Ola Lee Coleman room (large room), the Harvey Miller room 
(activities room) and the Marshall room (small room). The board is also supportive of hanging a 
plaque in the foyer to honor the “First Five”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Ola Lee Coleman was a beloved educator with the longest career at the Dunbar 
School. For over 35 years she taught generations of local San Marcos residents, retiring in 1951. 
Though she was not married during her tenure, Ola Lee considered the students her family. 
When questioned at her retirement about the hardest part of her teaching career, she answered 
quickly and without hesitancy, "The hardest part of all was waiting for Saturday and Sunday to 
pass so that school would start on Monday." Ms. Ola Lee Coleman passed away on April 8, 
1955. Ms. Coleman’s name was one of the original three suggestions to the school board for the 
naming of the school in 1961; however, the board ultimately voted in favor of Dunbar, in honor 
of Paul Lawrence Dunbar, a noted black author from Dayton, Ohio; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Courtenay D (CD) and Frances were a philanthropic couple in the San 
Marcos community who generously provided funding for the purchase of the Dunbar buildings 
and the associated land to the City of San Marcos from San Marcos Consolidated Independent 
School District. When the final purchase was made, the City ordinance stated that the property 
must be permanently and irrevocably dedicated for park and recreational related activities of the 
general public. Mrs. Marshall was a retired registered nurse and Mr. Marshall was a retired 
chemical engineer and both were heavily involved with the school district, among other 




