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San Marcos Planning and Zoning Commission
City Hall

630 E. Hopkins

San Marcos, Texas 78666

Via email: pandzcommission(@sanmarcostx.gov

Dear Planning and Zoning Commission Members:

I am taking this opportunity to write the Commission regarding the upcoming permit
application to allow the construction of a five (5) to seven (7) story student housing complex located
at Guadalupe and San Antonio Streets, basically on the historic San Marcos Square.

I am writing you on behalf of myself, Larry Murphree, and many other property owners who
are part of the historic downtown. In 1976 and 1977, Larry Murphree and I purchased and restored
the two limestone and brick buildings that have housed our law offices for more than 40 years. Ours
was the first of many projects to restore and renovate the long neglected historic center of town.
Over the years, the combined efforts of individuals, with the extensive renovation of the Courthouse,
turned the downtown into a beautiful, alive venue in the center of a town that I have always
considered close to paradise.

For a number of years now, we have realized the value of preserving the history and
architecture of what those who lived here before us left. This same sense of value exists in almost
all these beautiful, old Texas Hill Country towns. I refer to New Braunfels, Lockhart,
Fredericksburg, even Blanco and Johnson City. It has long been recognized in New Mexico, in
places like Santa Fe and Taos. Once this is gone, it cannot be brought back and it changes the
community forever, to something different.
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[ would urge the Commission to deny the application. I really cannot, and do not want to,
imagine five (5) to seven (7) stories of student housing blocking out the view of the historic
Courthouse and Square. The advent of all the additional people, vehicles, and traffic, on top of the
major construction of similar projects along three (3) blocks of Guadalupe Street would simply be
overwhelming.

Although I am not opposed to improving the commercial property on this site, changing this
to a huge student housing project, with all the accompanying problems, is not an improvement.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and consider our thoughts.
Sincerely,

SCANIO & SCANIO
A Professional Corporation
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