




New Water Quality Requirements

4 Strategies

• Enhance/Expand Protection Zones

• Expand Stream Water Quality and Buffer Zones

• Facilitate Low Impact Development (LID)

• Strengthen Construction Erosion Controls

Comprehensive Plan

Think 
Tank

Open House

Public Comment



Enhance and Expand Protection Zones

CURRENT CODE:

Protection Zones

• Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone

• San Marcos River 
Corridor

Current SM River Corridor

Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone



Enhance and Expand Protection Zones
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone- Enhance

PROPOSED REVISION:
• 85% removal of  increased TSS
• Capture 1.25-in. from developed area
• Required for new and redevelopment
• Impervious cover credit not allowed 

pervious pavements

WHY:  
• Provides more protection to 

environmentally sensitive areas as 
recommended by WQPP

• Consistent with past development 
agreements and PDD’s

• Protects waterways from erosion

CURRENT CODE:  
• TSS Limited to an increase of  no more 

than 20% of  which would occur naturally

Current SM River Corridor

Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone



Enhance and Expand Protection Zones
Transition Zone and Contributing Zone In Trans. Zone- Enhance and Expand

WHY:  
• Provides more protection to 

environmentally sensitive areas as 
recommended by WQPP

• Consistent with past development 
agreements and PDD’s

• Protects waterways from erosion

CURRENT CODE:  
• No water quality standard

Current SM River Corridor

Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone

PROPOSED REVISION:
• 80% removal of  increased TSS
• Capture 1.25-in. from developed area
• Required for new and redevelopment



Enhance and Expand Protection Zones
San Marcos River Corridor- Enhance and Expand

PROPOSED REVISION:
• Expand to SM River Protection Zone 
• 80% removal of  increased TSS
• Capture 1.25-in. from developed area
• Required for new and redevelopment
• Expand 30% max. imp. cover limit area

WHY:  
• Expand protection as recommended 

by WQPP and Comp Plan
• Includes more area that drains to river
• Protects waterways from erosion

CURRENT CODE:  
• 89% removal of  increased TSS
• Capture 0.5-in. from dev. area
• Required for new development
• 30% max. impervious cover limit

Proposed Limited Impervious Cover Area 

Current SM River Corridor

Proposed San Marcos River
Protection Zone

Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone



Expand Stream Water Quality and Buffer Zones
CURRENT CODE: 

• Required for drainage areas greater 
than at 50 acres

• Outside Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone
• Required for drainage areas greater 

than at 120 acres

WHY:  
• Expansion recommended in WQPP
• Natural creeks and streams provide 

ecological and water quality benefits 
and often contain recharge features 
on Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone 

___

___

5 acres
Proposed Revision

50 acres
Proposed Revision

• Inside Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone



Facilitate Low Impact Development (LID)
PROPOSED REVISION:
• Provides a standard
• Removes barriers to LID
• Stormwater Technical Manual to be revised to include 

more LID criteria

WHY:
• Make LID easier to incorporate in developments
• LID interests cited in Comprehensive Plan



Strengthen Construction Erosion Controls
PROPOSED REVISION: 
• Refers to Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) Ordinance

WHY:
• Protect water quality during site 

construction



New Drainage Requirements

3 Strategies

• Strengthen link between LDC and Floodplain Ordinance

• Address impacts to adjacent properties

• Create Stormwater Management Fund/ Fee-in-lieu



Address Impacts to Adjacent Properties
PROPOSED REVISION: 
• Stormwater leaving site must drain to existing natural 

low or drainage easement; otherwise drainage 
easement and infrastructure must be dedicated and 
constructed

WHY:
• Provides further protection to adjacent property owners
• Reduces flooding

• During construction, water surfaces up or downstream 
of  site cannot be raised 

Drainage Easement
Drainage Easement
Containing infrastructure

Storm Drain



Stormwater Management Fund
PROPOSED REVISION: 
• Create Stormwater Management Fund

• Regional water quality and retrofit BMPs
• Regional detention and floodplain storage
• Projects to increase flow conveyance

WHY:
• Provides flexibility in stormwater solutions
• Listed as Comp Plan goal
• Retrofits identified in WQPP

• Create Urban Stormwater Management 
District
• Provides appropriate stormwater 

management in high intensity areas
• Must show no impact
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